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Comparison of The Allegory of The Cave And The Matrix

The allegory of cave presents humans as being imprisoned by their own bodies and can only understand by seeing. Here, Plato’s intentions were to demonstrate that reality is not always what it appears to be. In his story, prisoners were entrapped in a cave since childhood and they were chained to one another by their heads and all faced one direction.  There was fire behind them but they cannot see it. However, in between the fire and the prisoners were puppets and that made them only see the shadows of themselves and their fellow prisoners and hear echoes. They identify these shadows and echoes as the most real things. One prisoner is then forced out of the cave to be free out there. Once he gets on the outside, he looks around and sets his eyes on the fire which makes him experience a lot of pain in eyes and that makes him struggle to see anything.  In the beginning, the freed prisoner is so shocked by the light that he can only view the shadows, followed by reflects and then see real objects like houses and trees. At this point, he can realize that there are more real objects than shadows and that they are only imitations of the real things. This is an indication that he has come to the cognitive stage of thought. 

In the film, the Matrix people are entrapped in the matrix and can only see what the machines want them to see and perceive as reality.  They believe that their senses tell them everything that exists. However, Neo starts to suspect that everything that they are seeing is not true but this is beyond his imagination. Morpheus contacts Neo and opens up his mind to reality. 

The prisoners in the cave are fooled by the fake reality which is the shadow and echoes and this is same as in the matrix, neo lives in a world that is controlled by matrix agents. Both the prisoner and Neo are able to escape from the world of darkness to go and realize that there is a real world outside. For instance, Neo reaches a point where he realizes that he has been living a lie under the control of the Matrix agents. The prisoner is guided by the fire to get outside the cave and once he gets there, he sees the sun and everything it shines on.  The prisoner realizes that the shadows he was seeing on the wall in the cave were a lie and that they are copies of real objects.  These two characters are at first shocked and experience fear after seeing the real world for the first time. Additionally, the characters in both stories have portrayed the ability to learn new things.  Once neo learns to manipulate the matrix, he is able to do physical impossible deeds while on the other hand; the prisoner gets to learn immeasurable wisdom after he is released from the cave.

They are both controlled by great power, for example, in the movie, Neo sees how humans are made on the hooked wires and that is a clear symbol of control in the matrix and this is similar in the cave where prisoners are tied in there and controlled by form holders. 

There are only a few differences in these two stories, which are,  Allegory of the cave does have forms while matrix does not have any. Besides, the prisoner gets out of the cave without the help of anyone but Neo gets out of the matrix with the help of Morpheus. 

In conclusion, it is a rough path getting out of the cave to the upper world. The prisoner only follows the light emitted by the fire to get out. He is forced to look at the fire and he feels a sharp pain in his eyes which makes him turn away where he sees the sun and the objects it illuminates. This is an illustration of how he learned reality and it was not easy to understand the concept at first. During the day in the upper world, there is sun and it shines brightly on all objects. The sun makes the prisoner see shadows, images of humans and then see the objects themselves clearly. The nights are different in that the sky is full of stars and the moon also shows at the same time. Hence, the light at night came from the stars and the moon and that makes it different from the day.
